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Ursula von der Leyen’s
Commission had nearly nine
hundred meetings with
fossil fuel lobbyists during
the past mandate.

VON DER LEYEN’S
COMMISSION

A summary of who Von der Leyen’s Commission was
meeting with on the regular during the past mandate in
2019-2024 

THE NUMBERS

Hydrogen is a popular smokescreen used by the fossil fuel
industry to keep itself in the game. Thanks to their successful
lobbying, it is now a major lynchpin of the Commission’s energy
transition plans. The hydrogen lobby has a strong cross-over
with Big Oil and Gas and spends €75.75 million a year lobbying
the EU institutions. 

Hydrogen was the biggest
topic of conversation with a
total of 67 meetings.

Energy Commissioner
Simson’s cabinet had 32
meetings about it, former
Climate Action
Commissioner
Timmermans had 30 and
Šefčovič had a further 5.

FAVOURITE TOPIC

887

The equivalent of nearly one
meeting per working day.1
Shell was the most popular
fossil fuel giant to meet up
with, with fourty six meetings
in total.
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https://friendsoftheearth.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/The-EUs-Industrial-Alliances.pdf
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/The-EUs-Industrial-Alliances.pdf
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/news/repowereu-a-foee-analysis/
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/news/repowereu-a-foee-analysis/
https://corporateeurope.org/en/dirty-truth-about-EU-hydrogen-push
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VON DER LEYEN’S
COMMISSION Simson’s cabinet increased their number of meetings with fossil fuel

companies in the second half of the von der Leyen Commission’s term:
56 in the first 2.5 years, followed by 60 in the subsequent two years.

INCREASE

The Ursula von der Leyen Commission has had nearly 400
more meetings with the fossil fuel industry from mid-term
onwards (May 2022-May 2024).

MEETINGS

50%

There was a sevenfold
increase in the number of
meetings by President Von
der Leyen and her cabinet
with fossil fuel companies
since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine on 24-2-2022. 
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INCREASE IN NUMBERS

There was a 50% increase in
meetings between Simson’s
cabinet and fossil fuel
lobbyists since Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

404

Meetings with
organisations with
one or more fossil
fuel company
members, on
climate and
energy issues.

483

meetings with fossil
fuel companies on
any topic.


